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MART'S 80TH BIRTHDAY BASH!  We celebrated this happy event with an afternoon concert at
Poynton Methodist Church. It was an amazing afternoon and 170 of our friends turned up to wish
Mart well and join in the fun. We were very pleased that we had such a large audience, particularly
as it was pouring with rain. We received many donations for the two chosen charities as well as a
good number of raffle prizes. The amount of money raised totalled £962.40. Some of this total in-
cluded donations we received by post from friends who were unable to be there on the day. Half of
this amount went to the Woodlands Care Home in Poynton, which is a Methodist-run home. The
other half of the money was sent to Adopt-A-Child, a charity in Inverness which supports Christian
Schools in Guatemala and Albania, where education is provided for the local children. Mart and Ja-
net support twin boys in Guatemala and receive photos and letters regularly. It was very kind of the
Church ladies who made the free tea and coffee for all the audience. They also provided biscuits,
as the cake cut into 100 pieces and we didn’t expect to need a bigger cake! These kind ladies were
available to wash up all the cups etc. too, thanks to them all! One of our ladies made the big cake
for Mart, thank you Sally! It was wonderful that people were coming to the concert from so many
places, Altrincham, Timperley, Hale, Sale, Knutsford, Wilmslow, Manchester. The ones who came
the furthest distance were Ron and Brenda who live in Essex. It has been good to re-acquaint with
them from so many years ago when Ron played trumpet in Mart Rodger’s Hounds of Sound! Mart
had just finished his two years National Service in the Army and Ron was still at school. Ron and
Brenda’s family were amazed when they were told that their Dad had played in a band with John
Mayall! However, Ron packed in playing altogether to study and get on with his further education
when Mart folded the band a few months later as he was invited to join the very popular Zenith Six,
which was an offer he could not turn down!
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JAZZ RECORD REQUESTS: Janet wrote to Alyn Shipton to request a tune for Mart’s
80th birthday. She asked him to play “Love Me Or Leave Me” sung by Marion Montgom-
ery with the band which 1s on our CD “Makin” Whoopee”. His assistant let us know it
would be played on 5th March, and it was the last number of that programme, following one
by our friend, John Hallam!  Alyn told the listeners how, when we said “Goodbye” to
Marion in Majorca after the Caribbean cruise we had been working on, we didn’t realize that
it was “Goodbye” for ever as she sadly passed away a few weeks later.
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MANCHESTER FILM FESTIVAL: We had a nice surprise when we were invited to play at the Manchester
Film Festival on 5th March. We were told that there would be a world premiere of the film, “There’s A
Future In The Past” which is a documentary about Brooklyn Jazzz Musician, Vince Giordano. We played in
the area outside the restaurants and bars during the afternoon, and Vince joined in the whole time. The
band enjoyed his playing, and he was obviously very impressed with all our musicians. Our former bass-
player, Colin Smith, played bass on the day as Allan Wilcox was unable to be there with us. Vince had
asked if we could arrange for someone to provide a tuba for him to play as this would save carrying his
own on the plane, and Colin was willing to lend his tuba. It all took place at “The Printworks” in the centre
of Manchester which was the old “Kemsley House" building, hence the new name. Some of the band
stayed to watch the film a few hours later, but as it was such a very cold day other band members went
home to get warm! In fact, it was so cold that no band uniforms were to be seen - the uniform instruc-
tions were “"Wear very warm clothing!” Only Louis and Roger played without an overcoat and scarf! Mart
has since had an e-mail from Vince to say how much he enjoyed playing with the band.
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WALTON HALL, WARRINGTON: We played for the Walton Hall Music Society two years ago and were happy to
be asked to play there again in January. All went very well until just before the interval when the electricity went
off. Emergency candles were put around and as the PA gear was off as well, the band played acoustic for the rest of
the evening. In fact, Roger thoroughly enjoyed playing the grand piano which was in the room! The difficult part
came when it was time to pack up in the dark. It was very difficult for the band to collect all the PA gear, micro-
phones, cables etc. with only a torch or two to help. As we left the building, the electricity was restored! As it hap-
pened, Eric went back to Walton Hall the next morning for a family funeral. The electricity was working;a
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